A.  SERMON 


PREACHED  IN 

ST.  ANDREW’S  CHURCH,  PHILADELPHIA, 

ON  WEDNESDAY,  MAY  6th,  1856, 


BEFORE  THE 


SEVENTY-SECOND  ANNUAL  CONVENTION 

OF  THE 

P.  E.  CHURCH  IN  PENNSYLVANIA. 

BY  THE 

Rev.  HENRY  H.  BEAN, 

RECTOR  OF  ST.  STEPHEN’S  CHURCH,  HARRISBURG. 


PUBLISHED  BY  ORDER  OP  THE  CONVENTION. 


PHILADELPHIA: 

J.  S.  McCALLA’S  BOOK  PRESS, 
DOCK  STREET,  OVER  THE  POST-OFFICE, 

1856. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 

This  project  is  made  possible  by  a  grant  from  the  Institute  of  Museum  and  Library  Services  as  administered  by  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Education  through  the  Office  of  Commonwealth  Libraries 


https://archive.org/details/apostolicdoctrinOObean 


“  And  they  continued  steadfastly  in  the  apostles’  doctrine  and  fellowship, 
and  in  breaking  of  bread,  and  in  prayers.” — Acts  ii.  42. 

“  What  God  hath  joined  together,  let  not  man  put 
asunder.”  This  sentiment  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
possessing  so  much  significance,  and  being  of  such  per¬ 
petual  and  binding  authority,  in  regard  to  that  sacred 
institution  which  God  ordained  in  Paradise,  applies,  I 
apprehend,  with  equal  propriety,  to  that  sacred  union 
which  He  has  established  in  His  Church — the  union  be¬ 
tween  apostolic  doctrine  and  apostolic  fellowship — a 
union  intended  to  he  as  perpetual  and  indissoluble  as 
that  of  which  it  is  solemnly  and  authoritatively  decided, 
that  it  may  not,  by  any  human  interference,  be  put 
asunder. 

The  text  bears  the  aspect  of  being  merely  the  state¬ 
ment  of  an  historical  fact;  nevertheless,  it  embodies  a 
principle  of  the  highest  practical  importance.  It  indi¬ 
cates,  with  sufficient  distinctness,  the  intimate  union 
which  subsisted  between  the  apostles  and  their  converts, 
and  the  bond  by  which  that  union  was  to  be  preserved 
and  perpetuated.  This  was,  most  evidently,  “  the  apos¬ 
tles’  doctrine.”  On  this,  as  a  foundation,  the  church  was 
built,  Jesus  Christ  himself  being  “  the  Head  of  the  cor¬ 
ner ;”  and  then  all  the  parts  being  “  fitly  joined  together, 
and  compacted  by  that  which  every  joint  supplieth,” 
there  would  be  a  necessary  fellowship,  an  indissoluble 
union,  between  all  the  members,  and  each  with  the  living 
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Head,  thus  forming  one  body  in  Christ,  of  which  the 
Divine  Spirit  would  be  the  vivifying  principle. 

If  this  be  a  correct  view  of  the  subject  before  us,  then 
it  follows  that  doctrine,  as  such,  must  necessarily  be  the 
foundation  of  all  practical  religion.  Religion,  to  be  intel¬ 
ligently  held  and  practised,  must  have  an  intelligible  and 
practicable  rule  ;  otherwise  it  becomes  a  senseless  fanati¬ 
cism.  This  rule,  in  a  revealed  religion,  must  be  found  in 
its  fundamental  doctrines.  It  can  be  found  nowhere 
else.  They  contain  a  complete  embodiment  of  the  Divine 
will,  in  regard  to  the  acts  and  duties  of  man,  for  whose 
guidance  and  direction  they  have  been  given.  But  the 
doctrines  of  a  religion,  to  be  authoritative  and  of  fixed 
and  perpetual  obligation,  must  have  a  divine  sanction. 
This  the  apostles’  doctrine  unquestionably  possessed. 
They  were  chosen  of  God — divinely  commissioned  to 
show  unto  sinful  men  the  way  of  salvation.  They  were 
divinely  instructed  for  the  fulfilment  of  their  work ;  being 
taught  by  the  Spirit  of  Truth.  And  “  after  that  the 
Holy  Ghost  had  come  upon  them,”  they  were  “  endued 
with  power  from  on  high,”  to  plant  the  Church  of  Christ 
which  they  evidently  did  on  the  very  ground  of  the 
doctrines  which  they  delivered.  Thus  commissioned, 
instructed,  and  empowered,  they  went  forth  preaching 
the  gospel  of  the  kingdom ;  carrying  with  them  every¬ 
where  their  miraculous  credentials,  “  the  Lord  working 
with  them,  and  confirming  the  word  with  signs  following.” 
Everywhere  the  same  foundation  was  laid,  however  varied 
the  mode  of  their  operation,  and  everywhere  substan¬ 
tially  the  same  signs  followed,  in  attestation  of  their 
Divine  authority  and  commission.  At  first  the  simple 
statements  of  the  mighty  plan  of  reconciliation  were 
presented,  and  the  plainest  doctrines  of  salvation  pro¬ 
claimed  ;  but  as  the  church  grew  and  extended  her  area ; 
as  believers  multiplied  and  became  strong,  vigorous,  and 
athletic,  they  developed  more  and  more  fully  “  the  deep 
things  of  God,”  till  the  whole  plan  of  mercy  to  unrighteous¬ 
ness  was  set  forth  in  those  incomparable  epistles  of  the 
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apostle  to  the  Gentiles,  in  which  even  the  learned  and 
stable  find  to  this  hour  “  things  hard  to  he  understood/' 
and  which  many  “  wrest  to  their  own  destruction.5’ 

In  the  text  the  various  points,  which,  in  combination, 
make  up  “  the  apostles’  doctrine,”  are  not  formally  an¬ 
nounced;  “  breaking  of  bread  and  prayers”  are  alone 
specifically  mentioned.  We  are  left  to  collect  others 
from  their  discourses  and  epistles  which  have  been 
handed  down  to  us.  And  if  we  admit  the  statement, 
“  that  we  possess  only  ail  imperfect  memorial  of  their 
discourses  and  addresses,  to  different  persons  and  at 
different  places,”  we  are  not  to  imagine  that  any  essential 
article  of  faith  has  been  omitted,  or  so  imperfectly  devel¬ 
oped  as  to  require  the  aid  of  tradition  to  supply  the 
deficiency.  The  holy  Scriptures  are  not  thus  wanting 
in  their  own  scheme  :  they  are  not  incomplete  in  them¬ 
selves  ;  but  “  contain  all  things  necessary  to  salvation ; 
so  that  whatsoever  is  not  read  therein,  nor  may  be 
proved  thereby,  is  not  to  be  required  of  any  man  that 
it  should  be  believed  as  an  article  of  faith,  or  be  thought 
requisite  or  necessary  to  salvation.”  We  are  sufficiently 
aware  that  we  need  not  go  in  quest  of  the  various  points 
of  the  apostles’  doctrine,  the  mention  of  which  has  been 
omitted  by  the  evangelist  for  the  purpose  of  instructing 
those  whom  it  has  been  made  our  duty  and  privilege, 
on  the  present  occasion,  to  address ;  nevertheless,  we 
should  fail  to  exhibit  fairly  and  faithfully  the  subject  we 
have  ventured  to  examine,  were  we  to  pass  over  in 
silence  all  those  fundamental  truths  which  are  essentially 
necessary  to  salvation. 

I.  “ The  apostles  doctrine What  are  we  to  understand 
by  this  expression  ?  Presuming  upon  your  familiarity, 
as  Christian  men  with  those  records  of  Divine  communi¬ 
cation  contained  in  the  apostolic  acts  and  epistles  ;  and  as 
churchmen  with  those  authorized  formularies  set  forth  in 
the  Book  of  Common  Prayer  which  embody  the  principal 
points  contained  in  those  sacred  records ;  we  shall  be 
spared  the  necessity  of  a  formal  enumeration,  or  any 
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attempt  at  elaboration,  in  the  development  of  those  which 
we  shall  feel  it  our  duty  to  consider.  For  it  is  so  obvious 
that  no  effort,  however  labored,  could  make  it  more  so — 
that  those  commissioned  heralds  of  salvation,  presented 
in  every  place  and  to  “  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  men,” 
as  a  first  truth  to  be  received,  the  mighty  atonement  of 
the  Lamb  of  God. '  There  was  never  any  withholding 
of  this  great  mystery  of  godliness ;  but  wherever  they 
came,  the  incarnation,  sufferings,  and  crucifixion  of  the 
Son  of  God,  were  proclaimed  in  all  their  wonderfulness 
and  significance.  The  death  of  Christ  as  an  atonement 
for  sin,  was  their  motive  and  instrument  for  conversion. 
They  preached  repentance  and  forgiveness  of  sins,  through 
faith  in  Him.  They  made  Him  the  source  of  all  spirit¬ 
ual  excellence,  the  Author  of  eternal  salvation,  the  be¬ 
ginning,  the  middle,  and  the  end  of  His  people’s  redemp¬ 
tion  and  glory.  This  fact,  than  which  there  can  be  none 
more  important,  and,  as  a  doctrine,  none  can  be  more  full 
of  marvel  and  of  mystery,  in  the  compass  of  God’s  re¬ 
vealed  word,  was  never  concealed  or  kept  in  the  back¬ 
ground  ;  but  was  the  burden  of  their  discourses,  whether 
addressing  the  scorning  Jew,  the  proud  Athenian,  or  the 
voluptuous  Homan.  Nor,  when  carrying  the  gospel  into 
those  dark  places  of  the  earth  enveloped  in  idolatry  and 
sin,  did  they  cease  to  teach  and  to  preach  Jesus  Christ. 
They  made  the  whole  scheme  of  redemption  to  circulate 
round  Christ,  and  depend  on  Him.  His  presence,  and 
the  virtue  of  His  atoning  sacrifice,  pervaded  every  article 
in  the  great  plan  of  reconciliation,  and  gave  meaning  and 
significance  to  every  doctrine  and  duty  which  they  enun¬ 
ciated  as  of  Divine  authority  and  obligation.  The  mer¬ 
itoriousness  of  the  Saviour’s  work  on  Calvary  so  inter¬ 
penetrated  all  their  teachings — all  their  discourses  and 
epistles — that  when  the  different  parts  are  collected  and 
grouped  together  and  wreathed  around  the  cross  of  agony 
and  death,  they  lose,  if  I  may  so  say,  their  complexity 
and  plurality,  and  become,  by  a  sort  of  sublime  unity  and 
singularity,  one  and  indivisible  : — for  so  we  read  it  in  our 


text,  where  the  evangelist,  though  having  in  view  all 
the  articles  of  faith  and  practice  contained  in  the  gospel, 
calls  them,  by  way  of  eminence,  “  the  apostles  doctrine.” 
There  is,  methinks,  something  divinely  suggestive  in  this. 
It  teaches  every  man  who  ministers  “  to  know  nothing 
among  men  save  Jesus  Christ  and  Him  crucified.”  It  is 
not  sufficient  to  be  able  to  go  over  with  fluency  the  apos¬ 
tolic  vocabulary,  or  to  descant  with  ease  and  elegance 
upon  its  every  utterance.  All  the  mighty  truths  em¬ 
braced  in  this  one  doctrine  must  be  made  to  cluster 
around  the  cross,  and  do  homage  to  the  God-man,  the 
great  Mediator.  And  while  our  sermons  should  be  rich 
in,  if  not  burdened  with,  the  phraseology  of  Holy  Writ, 
they  should  also  be  imbued  with  the  spirit,  the  odor, 
and  the  unction  of  the  Holy  One. 

But  we  may  both  illustrate  and  defend  the  view  thus 
taken  of  this  subject,  by  adverting  briefly  to  some  of  the 
more  prominent  points  which,  in  composition,  constituted 
the  apostles’  doctrine.  It  is  so  obvious  as  scarcely  to 
need  a  reference,  that,  wherever  these  inspired  men  pub¬ 
lished  the  gospel  of  the  kingdom,  they  preached  repent¬ 
ance,  with  which  they  connected  forgiveness,  as  one  of 
the  first  exercises  of  the  soul  in  its  return  to  God  from 
its  waywardness  and  wandering  in  the  paths  of  sin  and 
guilt.  But  the  thing  to  be  specially  observed  is,  that 
they  preached  these  doctrines  everywhere  in  exact  ac¬ 
cordance  with  the  terms  of  their  commission — in  the 
name  of  Jesus.  They  did  not  permit  them  to  stand  apart, 
and  on  independent  grounds,  as,  in  themselves,  meri¬ 
torious  or  “  deserving  grace  of  congruity ;”  but  expressly 
taught,  that  J esus  Christ  was  “  exalted  to  be  a  Prince 
and  a  Saviour,  to  give  repentance  and  forgiveness  of 
sins.”  It  is  further  noticeable,  that  the  benefits  arising 
from  the  exercise  of  repentance  were  dependent  upon 
faith — u  faith  toivard  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ .”  All  were 
required  to  believe  in  Him  to  eternal  life.  Nothing  is 
more  explicit  and  determinate  than  this  in  all  the  direc¬ 
tions  which  are  conveyed  for  the  guidance  of  men  in  the 
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way  of  salvation.  And  this  is  not  a  doctrine  of  the  apos¬ 
tles  only,  but  St.  Peter,  in  his  address  at  the  house  of 
Cornelius,  expressly  says,  “  To  Him  gave  all  the  pro¬ 
phets  witness,  that  through  Ilis  name,  whosoever  believ- 
eth  in  Him  shall  receive  remission  of  sins.”  Here  was 
brought  in  the  great  doctrine  of  justification  unto  life : 
the  change  wrought  in  our  forensic  relation  to  God.  This 
comes  of  faith  as  the  instrumental  cause ;  and  “  through 
the  redemption  that  is  in  Christ  Jesus,”  as  the  alone 
meritorious  cause  of  justification.  Faith,  therefore, 
being  the  instrument  of  justification,  wherever  that  and 
true  repentance  were,  there,  on  the  solemn  declaration 
of  God’s  own  word,  was  pardon  assured.  This  threw 
open  the  door  of  reconciliation  with  God  to  the  width  of 
all  his  promises.  Then  God  stood  ready  to  enter  into 
solemn  covenant  with  believers,  and  they  received  holy 
baptism  as  the  sign  and  seal  of  that  covenant.  66  Born 
of  water  and  of  the  Spirit,”  they  became  “  new  creatures 
in  Christ  Jesus.”  This  effected  that  great  moral  change 
in  their  personal  relation  to  God,  whence  they  acquired 
a  meetness  for  a  celestial  inheritance  and  home,  and  then, 
by  a  progressive  sanctification,  they  were  to  ascend  those 
heights  of  sacredness  where  they  would  “  live  as  seeing 
Him  who  is  invisible,”  and  “  be  changed  into  the  same 
image  from  glory  to  glory,  as  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord.” 

Such  are  some  of  the  important  topics  of  divine  com¬ 
munication  to  the  apostles,  and  by  them  delivered  to  the 
primitive  churches  and  unfolded  in  their  writings  for  the 
guidance,  instruction,  and  consolation  of  Christians  in  all 
ages.  There  are  many  other  points  of  commanding  im¬ 
portance  comprehended  in  the  apostles’  doctrine,  to  which 
we  cannot,  even  in  a  summary  way,  allude.  And  we 
regret  to  be  obliged  to  make  only  a  passing  allusion  to 
the  doctrine  of  man’s  guilt  and  ruin,  the  doctrine  of  Di¬ 
vine  influence  and  spiritual  illumination,  the  glorious  hope 
of  immortality  held  out,  and  the  precious  promises  made 
to  believers  in  Christ  Jesus.  There  is  a  glory  and 
a  grandeur  thrown  around  these  truths  in  the  New  Tes- 
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lament,  which  strongly  invite  us  to  dwell  on  their  sepa¬ 
rate  consideration,  did  time  permit.  What  a  divine 
galaxy  do  they  form !  God  reconciled  to  a  rebellious 
world,  through  the  mediation  and  death  of  His  only  Son ; 
and  man,  by  nature,  spiritually  dead,  quickened,  illumi¬ 
nated,  renovated,  justified,  sanctified,  and  finally  glori¬ 
fied  through  the  operation  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Oh,  these 
are  themes  calculated  to  kindle  into  admiration,  enthu¬ 
siasm,  and  rapture,  the  mind  of  every  one  who  deeply 
reflects  on  the  mysteries  of  redeeming  love.  But  we 
must  leave  these  high  and  elevating  views,  however  reluc¬ 
tantly,  and  proceed  to  other  topics  of  consideration  pre¬ 
sented  in  the  passage  upon  which  we  are  commenting. 

II.  The  subject  next  in  order  is  “  the  fellowship  of 
the  apostles.'’  In  examining  this  branch  of  our  subject, 
it  will  not  be  necessary  that  we  should  undertake  to  show 
that  the  term  “  fellowship,”  as  employed  by  the  evange¬ 
list  in  the  text,  has  reference  to  any  specific  regimen  or 
organization  as  then  existing  and  in  operation.  All  that 
need  be  assumed  is,  that  it  formed  the  basis  of  the  con¬ 
stitution  and  discipline  of  the  primitive  church.”  It  in¬ 
dicates  that  believers  were  intimately  united  to  them  in 
a  society  or  communion,  whatever  might  have  been  its 
form  or  organization.  It  imports  also  that  they  were 
subject  to  the  guidance  and  direction  of  the  apostles  ;  all 
were  under  their  superintendence  and  care  while  they 
lived,  and  continued  to  be  governed  by  their  doctrines 
and  laws  when  they  were  dead.  We  know  assuredly 
that  these  holy  and  inspired  men  did  organize  a  church, 
and  that  church  organization  was  according  to  some  rule 
or  pattern.  What  that  was  it  is  not  our  intention  fully 
to  discuss.  It  is  sufficiently  plain,  that,  while  they  exer¬ 
cised  a  general  oversight  and  continued  to  superintend 
the  churches  which  they  planted,  they  also  appointed 
elders  in  every  church,  and  deacons  for  the  performance 
of  specific  duties,  and  that  they  actually  did  transmit 
their  ordinary  authority  to  other  “  faithful  men,”  for  the 
guidance  and  government,  the  instruction  and  edification 
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of  believers,  and  for  the  continuance  and  perpetuity  of 
the  church  from  generation  to  generation.  All  this  is  so 
plain  and  patent  on  the  page  of  our  Bibles,  that  any 
formal  proof  would  seem  to  be  a  useless  expenditure  of 
time  and  breath.  We  subscribe,  therefore,  ex  animo  to 
the  statement  in  our  ordinal,  that  “  it  is  evident  unto  all 
men  diligently  reading  holy  Scripture  and  ancient  au¬ 
thors,  that  from  the  apostles’  time  there  have  been  these 
orders  of  ministers  in  Christ’s  Church,  bishops,  priests, 
and  deacons.”  And  if  the  church  was  so  constituted  at 
the  first,  then  to  this  constitution  the  primitive  believers 
clung,  and  in  this  fellowship  they  steadfastly  continued. 
That  this  order  of  things  was  preserved  and  perpetuated 
for  centuries,  ancient  authors  abundantly  testify.  These 
facts  we  hold  to  be  important  and  precious  as  we  con¬ 
sider  them  essential  to  the  completeness  and  perfection, 
if  not  the  very  being,  of  Christ’s  visible  church.  They 
have  been  so  held  in  all  ages  and  periods  of  the  church 
by  all  her  true  and  faithful  sons.  We,  therefore,  en¬ 
tirely  dissent  from  the  statement,  not  very  long  since 
made,  in  regard  to  a  particular  class  of  churchmen,  that 
“  being  intent  only  on  the  spiritualities  of  the  gospel, 
and  their  power  over  men’s  souls- — dwelling  intensely  and 
exclusively  on  the  inward  procession  of  the  spiritual  life 
and  on  the  influence  of  the  truth  of  the  gospel,  which  is 
vouchsafed  to  every  devout  disciple  who  will  do  God's 
will — men  have  learned  to  throw  completely  in  the  back¬ 
ground  the  outward  forms  of  the  church,  and  even  the 
visible  ordinances  of  Christ  himself.”*  So  far  as  we  have 
learned  from  the  history  of  the  church,  men  of  all  descrip¬ 
tions  within  her  communion  have  held  tenaciously  to  the 
“  outward  forms”  and  “  visible  ordinances  of  Christ”  as  so 
important  and  indispensable,  that  no  man  might  presume 
to  disjoin  them  from  “the  spiritualities  of  the  gospel.” 
The  former  are  as  essential  to  the  latter  for  all  the  efficient 
purposes  of  the  gospel  as  the  body  of  a  living  man  is  to 
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his  immortal  part,  the  soul,  for  all  the  active  exercises  of 
his  earthly  being.  Hence  all  who  have  continued  stead¬ 
fastly  in  the  apostles’  doctrine  have  also  continued  stead¬ 
fastly  in  the  apostles’  fellowship.  “It  is  no  part  of  a 
Christian  mind,”  as  has  been  justly  said,  “  to  withhold 
from  the  church  her  titles  of  honor  and  exaltation,  or  to 
undervalue  the  offices  which  she  is  called  upon  to  dis¬ 
charge.  Our  own  spiritual  hopes  are  too  much  bound  up 
with  her  to  do  either.”*  For  being  ordained  by  Christ, 
“for  the  perfecting  of  the  saints,  and  for  the  edifying  of 
the  body  of  Christ,”  to  hold  them  lightly  or  to  renounce 
them,  would  be  to  cast  from  us  some  of  our  dearest  blood- 
bought  privileges  and  mercies. 

But  we  indulge  no  painful  forebodings  on  this  point  in 
regard  to  ourselves  as  a  church.  We  rather  fear  that  the 
tendency  is,  just  now,  in  an  opposite  direction ; — that  of 
unduly  exalting  the  offices  and  ordinances  of  the  church. 
In  the  apprehension,  doubtless  an  honest  apprehension, 
that  they  are  in  danger  of  being  undervalued,  we  are  liable 
to  run  to  the  other  extreme,  of  elevating  them  to  a  higher 
position  and  assigning  to  them  more  efficacy,  more  exalted 
powers  and  prerogatives,  than  of  right  they  are  entitled 
to  hold.  They  are  but  instruments — worthless  in  them¬ 
selves,  but  “mighty  through  God.”  They  are  great  and 
indispensable  agencies  for  effecting  the  purposes  of  Christ 
in  the  salvation  of  men.  They  can  effect  nothing  of  them¬ 
selves.  It  were  as  reasonable  to  attribute  to  the  peculiar 
organism  of  the  human  body  the  property  or  power  of 
imparting  vitality,  and  energy,  and  activity  to  itself,  or 
of  communicating  a  living  soul  to  a  lifeless  piece  of 
mechanism,  as  to  ascribe  to  the  offices  and  ordinances  of 
the  church  the  power  of  giving  and  conferring  upon  men 
“  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins”  the  spiritualities  of  the 
gospel.  Christ  alone  is  “the  Life” — He  alone  can  com¬ 
municate  life  : — and  this  He  does  through  His  Spirit, 
who  makes  the  doctrines  of  the  cross  effectual  by  means 
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and  instrumentalities  appointed  for  that  purpose.  Christ, 
as  He  has  always  had,  so  we  may  reasonably  infer  that 
He  always  will  have,  a  ministry  set  apart  from  the  body 
of  believers,  bearing  a  high  and  glorious  commission  to 
teach  and  to  administer  the  ordinances  and  sacraments. 
But,  as  has  been  justly  said,  “  He  will  have  no  substi¬ 
tutes,  no  authorities  whatsoever  with  unconditional  pow¬ 
ers,  vested  in  their  hands;  none  to  stand  between  Him 
and  the  soul,  as  He  stands,  in  His  glorious  mediatorship 
between  the  soul  and  God !”  They  are  stewards  of  His 
mysteries,  and  witnesses  to  the  truth  of  the  gospel ;  but 
He  who  has  conferred,  has  also  limited,  the  authority 
which  they  exercise.  They  are  required,  by  the  terms 
of  their  commission,  to  call  sinners  to  repentance,  and  to 
proclaim  remission  of  sins  through  the  blood  of  atonement ; 
but  they  can  neither  produce  the  one  nor  confer  the 
other,  save  by  conducting  sinful  and  guilty  men  to  Him, 
who  gives  repentance  and  forgiveness  of  sins,  and,  by  His 
Spirit,  renews  and  renovates  the  soul.  They  are  empow¬ 
ered  to  perpetuate  the  fellowship  of  the  apostles,  by  the 
ordaining  power  conferred  on  the  bishops  of  the  church; 
but  it  is  the  anointing  Spirit  from  on  high,  who  capacitates 
them  for  their  office,  as  it  is  Christ  from  whom  their 
authority  is  derived.  Now,  it  is  through  this  transmitted 
ministry  that  we  continue  in  the  fellowship  of  the  apostles, 
and,  holding  these  evangelical  sentiments,  we  continue  in 
the  apostles’  doctrine.  We,  therefore,  in  the  unbroken 
succession  of  the  apostolic  office,  and  in  the  succession  of 
the  apostolic  doctrine,  are  all  one  body  in  Christ,  of 
which  the  Divine  Spirit  is  the  animating  principle.  As 
the  primitive  believers,  we  have  “one  Lord,  one  faith, 
one  baptism;”  and  through  a  long  extended  line,  and  by 
a  mysterious  bond,  which  may  never  be  sundered,  we 
enter  our  high,  but  not  presumptive,  claim,  to  be  “the 
church  of  the  living  God,  the  pillar  and  ground  of  the 
truth.” 

Two  other  points  of  vast  importance,  as  found  in  our 
text,  claim  our  attention:  the  “breaking  of  bread  and 
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prayers.”  But  having  dwelt  at  greater  length  than  we 
intended  upon  the  two  former  points,  we  shall  he  obliged 
to  treat  these  in  a  more  cursory  manner,  notwithstanding 
the  wide  field  which  they  open  for  interesting  and  profit¬ 
able  discussion.  And,  that  we  may  not  unnecessarily 
extend  our  observations  on  these  points,  we  shall  include 
them  both  in  one  division. 

III.  “Breaking  of  bread.”  It  were  needless  to  go  into 
a  minute  and  critical  examination  in  regard  to  the  exact 
meaning  of  this  phrase,  as  it  has  been  sufficiently  defined 
by  the  apostle,  where  he  says,  “The  bread  which  we 
break,  is  it  not  the  communion  of  the  body  of  Christ?” 
And  of  the  cup,  he  says,  “  The  cup  of  blessing  which  we 
bless,  is  it  not  the  communion  of  the  blood  of  Christ  ?” 
Then,  to  designate  its  specific  object,  he  says,  “For  as 
often  as  ye  eat  this  bread,  and  drink  this  cup,  ye  do  show 
the  Lord’s  death  till  He  come.”  The  breaking  of  bread 
was,  therefore,  a  commemorative  ordinance,  instituted  by 
our  Lord  to  keep  up  a  vivid  remembrance  of  His  death 
and  passion ;  and  we  find  the  church,  at  its  very  birth, 
began  the  observance  of  this  Divine  ordinance.  Repeat¬ 
edly  do  we  read  in  the  subsequent  history,  of  the  disciples 
meeting  together  to  break  bread,  which  was  to  them  a 
pledge  of  fellowship  with  each  other,  and  of  communion 
with  their  ascended  God.  It  was  them  spiritual  eucha- 
ristic  feast,  where  they  joyfully  drew  nigh  to  Him  in 
faith,  and  fed  on  Him  in  a  spiritual  manner,  to  the  nour¬ 
ishing  of  them  souls  unto  everlasting  life.  It  was  their 
“outward  and  visible  sign  of  an  inward-  and  spiritual 
grace,”  and  was  celebrated  “as  a  means  whereby  they 
received  the  same,  and  a  pledge  to  assure  them  thereof.” 
With  this  was  connected  prayers.  “  Supplications,  pray¬ 
ers,  and  giving  of  thanks,”  were,  in  the  assemblies,  offered 
for  themselves  and  for  all  men.  This  is  so  well  known, 
that  it  were  needless  to  offer  proof  to  establish  it. 

This  sacrament  we  retain  and  celebrate,  after  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  primitive  church.  Its  intent  and  inward 
purpose  are  the  same.  There  is  no  essential  difference, 
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except,  perhaps,  that  we  have  brought  it  to  a  somewhat 
more  regular  form,  and  made  its  periodic  observance  less 
frequent.  Whether  this  latter  change  is  an  improvement, 
or  is,  upon  the  whole,  more  desirable,  must,  we  think,  be 
left  to  the  individual  judgment  of  those  chiefly  concerned 
to  decide.  But,  in  regard  to  the  office  of  our  church  ap¬ 
pointed  for  its  due  celebration,  we  may  venture  the  opin¬ 
ion  (an  opinion  which  applies  equally  to  our  Liturgical 
services,  by  which  we  offer  up  our  prayers  to  God,)  that 
it  comes  so  near  to  a  perfect  model  of  devotion,  that  in¬ 
spiration  alone  could  add  any  thing  to  its  beauty  and 
excellence.  With  respect  to  this  sublime  composition,  it 
may  fairly  be  questioned,  whether  the  combined  wisdom 
and  piety  of  the  church  could,  at  this  later  period,  furnish 
any  thing  better,  or  any  thing  as  a  substitute  which  would 
not  suffer  in  the  comparison. 

In  this  imperfect  and  feeble  effort  to  exhibit  some  of 
the  more  prominent  features  of  the  doctrine,  fellowship, 
and  worship  of  the  primitive  church,  we  have  found,  as 
we  think,  in  our  communion,  the  true  church  as  defined 
in  our  Homily  for  Whitsunday:  the  church  which  pos¬ 
sesses  “pure  and  sound  doctrine,  the  sacraments  adminis¬ 
tered  according  to  Christ’s  holy  institution,  and  the  right 
use  of  ecclesiastical  discipline.”  These  we  assuredly 
possess,  and  possess  them  through  a  providentially  pro¬ 
tected  line  of  transmission  from  the  apostles  themselves. 
It  is  the  boast,  and,  as  some  appear  to  believe  it  to  be, 
the  bond  and  the  bulwark  of  the  church,  that  we  have 
an  apostolical  succession  of  office ;  but  how  much  higher 
the  boast,  and  how  much  surer  the  bond  and  the  bulwark, 
to  be  able  successfully  to  claim  an  apostolical  succession 
of  doctrine!  The  office,  without  the  doctrine,  will  be  a 
rope  of  sand  to  hold  a  church  amid  the  storm  and  the 
conflict  of  this  world’s  elements,  as  we  have  mournful 
proof  in  the  history  of  the  past.  For  we  camiot  forget 
that  long  night  of  error  and  doctrinal  unsoundness,  when 
the  chain  of  connection  between  the  past  and  the  present, 
if  not  broken,  was  buried  beneath  a  superincumbent  mass 
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of  superstition,  corruption,  and  putrefaction.  But  the 
darkness  was  dispelled  by  the  light  of  the  glorious  Refor¬ 
mation,  which  gave  us  back  a  free  and  unfettered  Bible, 
pure  and  sound  doctrine,  as  it  came  burning  with  holy 
love  from  the  inspired  lips  of  the  blessed  apostles.  By 
this  there  was  a  restoration  to  the  church  universal,  the 
pure  truth  of  Scripture,  and  the  supremacy  of  the  word. 
By  this  the  old  apostolic  church  was  restored,  as  far  as 
the  times  permitted,  to  its  primitive  condition.  Be  it 
ours,  then,  to  “  continue  steadfastly  in  the  apostles’  doc¬ 
trine  and  fellowship,  and  in  breaking  of  bread  and  in 
prayers.” 

But  we  may  not  close  these  remarks  without  adverting 
to  a  point  which  has  already  been  indicated :  the  practical 
exemplification  of  the  doctrines  of  our  heaven-contrived 
Christianity,  in  the  character  and  conduct  of  all  who 
profess  and  call  themselves  Christians.  This  has  been 
called  “the  real  glory  and  stability  of  the  Christian 
Church.”  Hence,  as  ministers  of  Christ,  we  have  some¬ 
thing  more  to  do  than  to  explain  a  creed,  or  to  administer 
a  sacrament.  There  are  practical  duties  to  be  enforced, 
as  well  as  a  doctrinal  theology  to  be  defended.  The 
doctrine  of  justification  by  faith  must  be  followed  up 
strenuously  in  all  our  ministrations  by  the  practical  lesson, 
that  men  will  be  judged  by  their  works.  The  doctrine 
of  Christ’s  righteousness  as  the  foundation  of  a  meritor¬ 
ious  claim  to  heaven,  must  be  followed  up  by  the  unquali¬ 
fied  statement,  that  holiness  of  heart,  the  ransomed  sin¬ 
ner’s  own  personal  righteousness,  is  the  indispensable 
preparation  for  the  exercises  and  glories  of  heaven.  And 
while  we  offer  pardon  to  the  chief  of  sinners,  we  must 
follow  it  up  by  the  practical  and  earnest  call  to  repent¬ 
ance  and  amendment  of  life.  Without  these,  it  were  in 
vain  that  we  offer  a  list  of  dogmas,  however  well  sus¬ 
tained,  or  however  beautifully  set,  or  richly  embossed  in 
the  texts  of  Scripture.  It  was  the  practice  of  the  gospel 
which  so  eminently  distinguished  the  primitive  believers, 
and  which  was  so  earnestly  insisted  upon  by  the  apostles 
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in  all  their  discourses  and  epistles.  Give  us,  then,  the 
apostles’  doctrine  and  fellowship.  Give  us  the  sacraments 
which  they  administered  and  the  prayers  which  they 
offered.  But  give  us,  with  all  these,  the  practice  which 
they  enjoined,  and  the  sacredness  which  they  demanded; 
and  we  shall  be  in  fact  what  we  are  in  profession — a  pure 
branch  of  the  “holy  catholic  and  apostolic  church” — a 
church  rescued  from  the  reproach  which  has  so  often  been 
brought  against  her,  of  maintaining  a  cold  and  barren 
orthodoxy,  a  hard  and  lifeless  formalism. 

Brethren,  we  are  standing  to-day*  midway,  as  it  were, 
between  the  glorious  ascension  of  our  Immanuel  God  and 
the  fulfilment  of  the  promise  to  baptize  us  with  the  Holy 
Ghost  and  with  fire.  The  sound  of  the  great  commis¬ 
sion  has  not  yet  died  upon  our  ear,  “  Go  ye  into  all  the 
world  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature.”  For  the 
fulfilment  of  our  mission  and  the  discharge  of  its  high 
duties,  may  we  “all  by  one  Spirit  be  baptized  into  one 
body;”  all  be  “made  to  drink  into  one  Spirit;”  all  “stand 
fast  in  one  Spirit,  with  one  mind,  striving  together  for 
the  faith  of  the  gospel;”  all  “  endeavor  to  keep  the  unity 
of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace.”  And,  as  a  pledge 
of  our  union  and  fellowship,  wre  will  break  together  the 
sacramental  bread,  “the  communion  of  the  body  of 
Christ,”  and  take  “the  cup  of  blessing,  the  communion 
of  the  blood  of  Christ.”  Then,  though  many,  we  shall  be 
“one  body  in  Christ,  and  every  one  members  one  of 
another.” 


*  "Wednesday  before  Whitsunday. 
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